
The Big Picture  

 

Why was there a succession crisis in 1066? 

 

 

Why did Harold Hardrada win the Battle of 

Fulford Gate? 

 

 

Why did Harold Godwinson win the Battle 

of Stamford Bridge?  

 

 

Why did William of Normandy win the 

Battle of Hastings? 

 

CEIAG Link :  For this topic we 

can make links to a variety of 

professions  

• Government advisor 

 

KS3 History (Year 7– Why was England a Battlefield in 1066?) 

1065 1066 (Jan) 1066 (Jan) 1066 (Summer) 1066 (September 20) 1066 September 25) 1066 (September 28) 1066 (October 14) 

Edward the Confessor is 

King of England but does 

not have an heir. He has 

promised the throne to 

at least two other pow-

erful nobles. 

Edward the 

Confessor dies 

and is re-

placed by Har-

old God-

winson. 

William Duke of Nor-

mandy hears that 

Harold has been 

crowned and begins 

to gather an army to 

invade England. 

Harold God-

winson begins to 

gather an army 

to defend south-

ern England 

from Williams 

invasion 

Harold Hardrada unex-

pectedly invades the 

North of England and 

wins the Battle of Ful-

ford Gate. 

Harold Godwinson de-

feats the Vikings at the 

Battle of Stamford Bridge 

and reclaims the North 

of England. 

William Duke of Normandy 

invades England landing his 

army unopposed at Peven-

sey. 

The Battle of Hastings is 

fought and Harold God-

winsson is killed leaving 

William free to become 

King of England.  

Key words Definition  

King The ruler of a monarchy who is responsible for running the country. 

Earl A powerful lord who controls am area of England on behalf of the King. 

Thegn A less powerful noble who controlled an area of land on behalf of an Earl. 

Peasant Ordinary farmers who did most of the work and farming in England, they were often 

poor and had little power. 

Housecarl Professional Anglo-Saxon soldiers who served as bodyguards for the King and the 

Earls. 

Fyrd Anglo-Saxon peasants who were required to serve in the army, they had almost no 

training and very little armour. 

Normandy An area controlled by the Duke of Normandy in 1066 this was an indepedent area and 

was not part of France. 

Viking  

Heir The person who will inherit someone's land or power after they die. 

Succession  The order in which people will inherit someone's land or power. 

Anglo-Saxons  

Key individuals 

Harold Godwinson: The richest 

and most powerful Earl in England. 

He was a skilled soldier and served 

as Sub-Regulus (deputy king) to 

Edward the Confessor. 

Edward the Confessor: King of 

England from 1042-1066 who was 

very religious but died without an 

heir in January 1066. 

William Duke of Normandy: A 

cousin of Edward the Confessor 

who claimed he had been prom-

ised the throne in 1051 in ex-

change for giving him military help. 


