
Think Big.
Chase 
Dreams.
Succeed 
Together.

CO L L E G E



I am so proud to be the Headteacher here at 
Shuttleworth College. Recent years have seen 
the school go from strength to strength thanks 
to the staff, students and families working 
together to ensure the very best education for 
the young people of Burnley.
 

This summer the College celebrated its best ever results for the 

fourth consecutive year. This phenomenal achievement reflects the 

formidable teaching talent here and the fantastic drive and ambition 

of our young people. 

I have exceptionally high expectations of students and staff alike 

and we operate a no excuses culture. Ofsted commented on how 

determined the staff are that all students achieve their best, and how 

strong and supportive student-teacher relationships are.

At Shuttleworth we strive for excellence in everything we do through 

living out our motto, values and the unique Shuttleworth pledge.  

The abilities, talents and potential of all our young people are 

nurtured and developed in all that we do.

I am truly excited about the work going on here in Shuttleworth.  

With such a fantastic group of adults and young people we can 

genuinely ‘Think Big, Chase Dreams and Succeed Together.’ Ruth England
Headteacher

“ The headteacher 
has a clear vision.  
She is uncompromising  
in her ambition and she 
has transformed the 
school’s ethos. ” 
Ofsted 2018

“ Pupils understand  the 
importance of a good education  
and they enjoy school.  
The school is a haven for pupils. ”Ofsted 2018

Summer 2018:
Best results in  
the history of  
the college.



“ Pupils show the utmost respect 
for their environment. They are 
proud of their school. Leaders have 
created a safe space for pupils 
where they want to do well. ” 
Ofsted 2018



At Shuttleworth College, we want students to enjoy 
their time with us and THINK BIG! This begins for 
many from as early as Year 5, as children enjoy 
our weekly enrichment activities, experience 
secondary school learning and use our excellent 
sports facilities and specialist resources.

With all that Shuttleworth has to offer, departments are able to employ 

a variety of teaching styles that combine the best of traditional practice 

with all the benefits that new technology can offer. We work to bring the 

curriculum to life through visits, field trips and guest speakers, and link 

with Burnley Bondholders who support us in our ‘real life’ employment 

experiences. This is in addition to our links with Russell Group 

universities and further education establishments.

“ Increasing numbers of parents 
are choosing the school for their 
children in Year 7. Year 6 benefit 
from an extremely effective 
programme to support their 
transition from Primary School. ” 
Ofsted 2018

Our aims:

Shuttleworth College aims to ensure that all 

students experience an enjoyable and well-

rounded education that will prepare them 

for further study and future success. 

We believe that achievement is realised 

when students feel part of a supportive 

learning community and are taught to 

have resilience, perseverance and pride 

in themselves and their school. It is our 

mission that through living our values, 

every student will excel. 

Our pledge:

“Each day is a new opportunity for me  

to fulfil my potential. I will achieve my best, 

overcome challenges, unite with others  

and be a proud role model within  

my community.”

Our motto: Our values:

Achievement
We have high expectations of  

ourselves to reach our full potential.

Resilience
We overcome challenges together.

Perseverance
We give our best every day  

and never stop aiming high.

Community
We achieve our future  

purpose when we unite.

Pride
We are well-disciplined and  

respectful to our school community.



“ Through the personal 
development curriculum, leaders 
ensure that pupils have the 
knowledge and skills to progress to 
the next stage of their education. 
Pupils benefit from high quality 
careers advice and guidance. ” 
Ofsted 2018



“ Leaders regularly 
review the curriculum and 
make changes to ensure it 
meets the needs of pupils. 
This has already secured 
improvements in pupils’ 
outcomes. ”Ofsted 2018

We offer a broad and balanced 
curriculum which challenges students 
academically, whilst giving them the 
opportunity to develop their skills 
within a range of subjects.

Highly educated, specialist teachers deliver classes in 

the following subjects at Key Stage 3:

English  •  Mathematics  •  Science  •  History

Geography  •  Religious Education  •  French

Spanish  •  Art  •  Technology  •  Computing

Dance  •  Drama  •  Physical Education  •  Music

Students are also regularly taught Citizenship and 

Personal, Social and Health Education to ensure their 

understanding of the key health, safety, social and 

moral issues that they will face as they develop  

into mature young adults.

At Key Stage 4, students are guided into a range of 

option subjects that match their skills, abilities and 

interests. Care is taken to ensure that students study 

courses that they will enjoy and succeed in and the 

curriculum offer is frequently reviewed to reflect the 

aspirations of our learners.

To best meet students’ needs, most subjects are 

taught in ability sets. Placement in sets is influenced 

by primary school data and staff guidance on 

individuals’ achievement and is regularly reviewed  

to ensure that students make rapid progress.  

Very effective transition arrangements with our  

link primaries ensure that students make a seamless 

transition to secondary school and are ready to  

learn from their very first day at Shuttleworth. 

Where students require additional support, our highly 

skilled Special Educational Needs team takes steps 

to ensure that the curriculum is adapted to meet 

the needs of learners, for example, by arranging 

additional literacy or numeracy lessons.

We also offer a range of high quality enrichment 

opportunities for students, many of which lead to 

additional qualifications in a particular field such as 

sport or the arts. Many students also enjoy taking 

part in Duke of Edinburgh courses that are designed 

to build resilience and strength of character and  

lead to bronze, silver or gold awards. “ I love that our science lessons 
link to real life. I went home after 
a biology lesson in awe about 
what my heart was doing to  
keep me alive! ” 
Year 10 student



“ Pupils benefit from strong 
pastoral support. They feel 
well supported by staff and 
appreciate the help they receive 
from their teachers. ” 
Ofsted 2018



Ethos and Culture

At Shuttleworth College students are proud to be a 

part of our learning community and demonstrate 

this through their high standards of behaviour, 

attendance and uniform.

Good behaviour and commitment to learning are 

always recognised and rewarded. Students who 

demonstrate our values are eligible for trips and 

activities at the end of each term. Gained reward 

points can be redeemed in the college shop, and are 

also the basis of the ‘Shuttleworth Reward Stars’.

Attendance and Punctuality

Good attendance and punctuality are essential if 

our students are to learn, make progress and get 

the most out of college. Here at Shuttleworth we 

have a dedicated attendance team who work closely 

alongside students and families to maximise the 

attendance and punctuality of all of our young people.

Our Most Able Children

Our most able children are given the support 

they need to achieve at the highest level. Highly 

specialised teaching, tailored to students’ abilities 

enables them to make accelerated progress. Students 

benefit from carefully differentiated homework, 

enrichment opportunities and revision sessions 

to ensure they fulfil their potential. Recently, many 

graduates of Shuttleworth College have gained 

Grade 9s, recognising their place in the top 3% of 

the country. Many former Shuttleworth students are 

also applying to, or have been accepted at Oxbridge 

colleges for their university places.

Supporting Your Child

We are fully committed to providing an appropriate 

curriculum for all our students, be they young people 

with a specific learning need or a social, emotional 

issue. Our SEND Department is highly skilled at 

identifying appropriate support and allowing these 

learners to succeed.

Where students are experiencing learning difficulties, 

support is provided by the Learning Support Team. 

Additional help is available in a variety of ways from 

in-class support to small group work, mentoring, 

or in some cases a personalised programme. Our 

nurturing culture supports positive well being in 

all members of our community, ensuring students 

develop as confident and self-assured learners.

Admission Statement

Shuttleworth College will have an admission number 

of 210 students for September 2019. The policy for 

admission to Burnley foundation schools is detailed 

in full in the Secondary Admissions booklet.

Parents/carers will be asked to express three 

preferences of secondary school in priority order. 

Each preference will be considered equally.  

Where there is a greater number of preferences than  

places available, criteria will be applied. Full details  

of these are given in the admission booklet.

The building is fully compliant with all requirements 

of the Disability Discrimination Act. Students are able 

to access all parts of the building.

Literacy
As a key member of the county wide initiative ‘We 

Are Reading’, we are passionate about developing 

students’ literacy skills across the curriculum and 

ensure we support all students in their efforts to 

improve. Strong literacy skills are the foundation upon 

which success is built; through a collective focus on 

reading, writing and oracy, we enable students to 

strengthen their literacy skills for academic success at 

Shuttleworth and beyond. 

Oracy is a key priority at Shuttleworth. We have high 

expectations of our students when they are speaking; 

through modelling accurate and sophisticated 

spoken language we ensure our students speak 

precisely and with clarity. We have a debating club to 

help students develop their speaking skills further.

We are proud to be a reading school and have 

embedded a culture of reading which permeates 

through our lessons and curriculum. At Key Stage 

3 all students read independently on a daily basis 

as part of a personalised reading package called 

Accelerated Reader, and our Key Stage 4 students 

have extended reading lists to develop their wider 

subject knowledge and are invited to regular book 

club meetings. Students intending to study literature 

at A-level or degree have further suggested reading 

lists and are invited to a weekly discussion group.

Our well stocked library is used by a range of 

departments when students are required to read 

more widely around a topic or conduct research. The 

library is open for students at break and lunch and 

our library officer runs a homework club after school.

All classrooms and learning spaces feature a 

range of literacy display materials to be referred 

to as necessary during lessons. A Shuttleworth 

‘communication mat’ is used in all lessons to support 

students when writing.

Form Time

To help students’ literacy skills develop throughout 

their time at Shuttleworth College, students have 

reading time with their form tutors to experience 

a range of challenging literature texts and further 

foster a love of reading. In order to ensure that we 

extend our students’ vocabulary we consistently ask 

students to explain the meanings of words across the 

curriculum.

Literacy Intervention

We are proud that we meet the literacy development 

needs of all students and if additional literacy support 

is required, appropriate steps are taken to ensure 

that each student’s individual needs are met within 

the classroom or through additional intervention. 

This ranges from a peer reading scheme, Reading 

Leaders, in which less confident readers are 

partnered with fully trained Year 10 students, to small 

group lessons or one-to-one support in our Learning 

Support Centre. We utilise packages called Lexia and 

Read to Achieve which offer bespoke programmes 

for readers who need extra support.

“ Leaders’ whole school 
focus on literacy is securing 
improvement in pupils’ 
reading, writing and 
communication. ” 
Ofsted 2018

“ Pupils are 
confident, 
friendly and 
courteous. They 
demonstrate 
mature and 
positive 
attitudes to their 
learning. ” 
Ofsted 2018



Shuttleworth College, Burnley Road, Padiham, Lancashire BB12 8ST
admin@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk  |  01282 682300
Headteacher: Ruth England

www.shuttleworthcollege.org
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Each day is a new opportunity
for me to fulfil my potential. 
I will achieve my best, 
overcome challenges, 
unite with others 
and be a proud role model 
within my community.

The Shuttleworth Pledge

“ The best thing about 
school is the teachers.  
We are supported and 
well looked after. ” 
Year 8 student with Ofsted 2018

“ I’m always being 
reminded that I can 
achieve anything if I work 
hard and stick at things. 
For my legacy, I want to 
train to be a vet because I 
really love animals. ” 
Year 9 student

“ Bullying is rare and 
dealt with effectively. 
There is no tolerance of 
racist or homophobic 
behaviour. ” 
Year 9 student with Ofsted 2018

“ The school is 
going from strength  
to strength. ” 
Parent of Year 9 student

“ Staff provide 
appropriate help and 
guidance to pupils to 
support their emotional 
well-being. ” 
Ofsted 2018

“ Pupils would 
recommend their  
school to a friend. ” 
Ofsted 2018

“ In Year 7 we had to 
write our legacies, and 
think of something big to 
do in our future. I think 
Shuttleworth will help me 
achieve my goals. ” 
Year 8 student

“ I truly feel the excellent 
transition programme 
from primary should 
be commended. I really 
can’t thank Shuttleworth 
enough. ” 
Parent of Year 7 student


