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2nd October 2020 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Given the challenges facing us all at the moment I thought I would write out to you to clarify 

exactly what will happen if your child is identified as a close contact of a child with coronavirus 

or your child tests positive for the virus. 

 

As you know, we did have our first confirmed case of a student yesterday so it seems timely 

to go back over our arrangements. 

 

If your child tests positive please notify us immediately on the 

Covid19@shuttleworth.lancs.sch.uk email. Someone will contact you and go through exactly 

what needs to happen next. The whole household must isolate immediately.  

 

If you are identified as a contact: 

 

Years 7, 8 and 9. 

 

 Students are being taught as the same group all the time, including for PE. 

 If we have a case in one of these groups the class will be required to isolate for 14 

days from their last contact with the infected child. We will clarify these dates at the 

time. This can mean the isolation is shorter if there is a delay in testing and results. 

 Work will be set on Show My Homework. 

 Food or vouchers will be provided if you are in receipt of free school meals. 

 

The only other students who would be required to isolate would be people the child sits with 

at lunch or on the bus; or if there had been close contact outside of school with students 

from here. 

 

Years 10 and 11. 

 

Students cannot stay in the same groups all the time as they need to follow their GCSE option 

combinations.  Also some subjects are taught at different levels for foundation and higher 
examinations, therefore students need to be in the appropriate set. 

 

This means if we have a case we cannot just send a class home, as the child will have mixed 

more widely.  Clearly we don’t want to send the entire year home as that would be excessive 

and incredibly disruptive. 

 

To deal with this issue safely we are using seating plans from the classes the child is in and 

identifying students they sit next to, and on the surrounding tables, using the 2 metre rule.  

The size and layout of the room will dictate how many students will have to isolate from each 

group. 
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Then, as per all other years, we will ask about close contacts at lunch, on the bus, after school 

etc… 

 

Contacts will be required to isolate for 14 days from their last contact with the infected child. 

We will clarify these dates at the time. This can mean the isolation is shorter if there is a delay 

in testing and results. Work will be set on Show My Homework.  Food or vouchers will be 

provided if you are in receipt of free school meals.  

 

You may be aware of other high schools locally where a whole year group is out at once.  

This will generally not be because they have a different approach to us but because they have 

had several cases in one year.  In this instance we would likely have to do the same as it 

becomes the safer option. 

 

Please note when we ask any child to isolate as a contact this does not require any other 

family members to isolate.  This would only become necessary if anyone in the house 

developed coronavirus symptoms. 

 

What if a member of staff gets coronavirus? 

 

I just want to reassure you about our approach with staff.  I am requiring all staff to maintain 

2 metres distance both from students and other staff.  Also staff are wearing masks at all 

times, except when teaching.  Staff are not sharing rooms to work or having face to face 

meetings. They are eating lunch and taking breaks sat alone at socially distanced tables. 

 

With these measures in place a member of staff should never be a close contact with a student 

or another staff member.  This means if a staff member does get coronavirus we would not 

routinely send any students or other staff home. 

 

I hope this explanation gives you some clarity and reassurance around our arrangements. 

These are tough times and it is possible that your child has to isolate more than once in the 

coming weeks.  

 

The cases in Burnley are growing rapidly across all parts of town so I do urge you to ensure 

guidance around mixing is being followed at all times. There is clear evidence locally that 

mixing between different households is a huge driver in the spread of the virus. Please do look 

after yourselves and stay safe. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mrs Ruth England 

Headteacher 


